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Teaching Statement 

 

My teaching philosophy is shaped by my understanding that most of my students will not go on 

to become political scientists, but will work in a variety of fields in the public, private and non-

profit sectors.  As such, my classes should help students become more informed citizens and 

critical thinkers who can better understand the world around them.  Relatedly, my courses should 

help students to analyze and synthesize evidence to develop an informed opinion and to be able 

to clearly communicate that opinion both orally and in writing.  These skills will continue to 

serve them in whatever field they choose to enter and in their daily life as engaged and informed 

citizens. Knowing that students will come to my classes from a wide variety of backgrounds and 

with differing skill levels, I work to ensure that I provide an environment in which all students 

can grow these skills and find success.  

  

My first objective as a teacher is to help students become more informed about the world around 

them and learn to think critically about why the world is the way it is. Why are some regions of 

the world poor and others rich? I encourage students to make connections between the material 

we cover in class and events that are currently happening in the world.  One way I achieve this is 

through assigning student short current event presentations.  At the beginning of each class, I 

have one or two students present on a current event and discuss how that event relates to material 

we have covered in class.  I’ve found that such assignments help students engage in the class 

because they can see the relevance of the material to what is happening in the world. 

 

In addition to current events presentations, I use a variety of additional techniques to actively 

engage students in class material because the more engaged they are with the material, the more 

likely they are to remember after the class is over. While my classes often have a lecture 

component, I also use multimedia resources such as films, podcasts, YouTube clips and active 

learning techniques to help students better connect with the material. For example, in 

Introduction to Comparative Politics when I taught my students about the European Union and 

Brexit, I had my students do a simulation of Brexit negotiations.  Half of the class took on the 

role of EU negotiators and half took on the role of British negotiators. Within these groups, they 

broke into smaller groups to consider key issues such as the future trade relationship and how to 

handle the Irish border. This activity required students to think through the costs and benefits of 

participation in the European Union and think about what each group may or may not be willing 

to sacrifice. This activity led to a lively debate in class and helped students get a better 

understanding of a major political issue of the day. Even as classes have moved online in light of 

the COVID-19 crisis, I continue to actively engage students in class. I maintain an active 

component of the course such as doing small groups activities using Zoom breakout rooms.  I 

find that these activities help engage students in a virtual setting by giving class a more personal 

component. 

 

My second priority as a teacher is to help students develop skills to analyze and synthesize 

information and use such information to form and argue a position. Especially in this current age 

of excess information, it is essential to help students learn not just to repeat an argument, but to 

critically evaluate it.  What evidence is provided? From what sources does the author draw that 

evidence? What evidence to the contrary might be available?  I ask students not only to critically 



  
 

evaluate the material we read in class, but also to think this way when developing their own 

arguments for course assignments. In each of my courses, I have asked students to carry out an 

independent research project.  I allow students to select a topic that is of particular interest to 

them for these projects and they then must seek out sources and develop a clear argument. I ask 

students to complete intermediate assignments along the way including a research proposal, an 

outline and a peer review. These intermediate assignments help make the task less daunting for 

students, but also allow me to give them feedback as they go along.  For example, I can help 

direct students to additional resources if they are struggling to adequately support their argument.  

 

In addition to developing students’ ability to defend a position in writing, I think it is important 

for students to develop their oral presentation skills. For example, I incorporate a series of 

debates into my courses in which I divide students into small groups to argue different sides of 

an argument. Such activities require students to consider different sides of an issue in order to 

defend their position against potential critiques. Activities of this sort again help students learn to 

analyze and synthesize information, but also help them develop oral presentation skills that are 

highly useful no matter the career path a student chooses. 

 

Finally, my third priority as a teacher is to create an environment in which all students can thrive. 

I have experience teaching students who have never taken a political science course before as 

well as political science majors with substantial exposure to the field. Additionally, I have taught 

students from a wide range of backgrounds including first generation students, non-traditional 

students, and international students as well as students from traditionally underrepresented racial, 

ethnic, religious, gender, and/or sexuality groups.  I make myself accessible to students who may 

need additional help and work with students to find a way to meet with them even if they cannot 

come to regularly scheduled office hours. Likewise, I have pursued additional trainings such as 

Mental Health First Aid and Safe Zone Ally training to serve as a better resource to students who 

may be facing challenges beyond simply comprehending course material. 

 

I am prepared to teach students the aforementioned skills in a variety of introductory and upper-

level courses in different areas of comparative politics and research methodology as well as 

introductory courses in international relations. I have so far designed and independently taught 

two different undergraduate courses: Introduction to Comparative Politics (Fall 2018) and Latin 

American Politics (Fall 2020).  I have also served as a teaching assistant for both of these 

courses, leading weekly recitation sessions and grading papers and exams.  In addition to these 

two classes, I also look forward to developing additional substantive courses in the future.  In 

particular, I would be interested in developing courses on comparative welfare states and on 

global poverty and inequality. In addition to teaching substantive courses, I have served also as a 

Graduate Research Consultant to both a First-Year Seminar on Democratic Governance in Latin 

America and to the Honors Research Workshop of second-semester juniors preparing to write 

honors theses, in both cases helping students better understand how social science research is 

conducted. I would like to build off of these experiences to teach an undergraduate course on 

research design and methodology as well as introductory course in either quantitative or 

qualitative methods. 
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